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It’s always fun in December as we face a grow-
ing tide wave of parcels - almost three parcels 
for every Man, woman and child in Wingello 
during November.
The  roadwork  on  the  Hume  Highway  be-
tween us and Marulan means delays in getting 
our parcels  and the sheer  volume of  parcels 
means a second or sometime third trip of the 
Australia Post van.
Once it arrives here, we need to record each 
parcel, create that lovely red tag and scan the 
parcels in to let everyone know their parcel/s 
have arrived.
Instead of getting this started at 8am or earli-
er, we are only getting up to 3 cubic metres of 
parcels by 10am or later. Then we get going, 
while also serving simply good food and coffee 
and the rest of our offerings.
Thank you to all of you for your patience, and 
promptness in picking up your parcels as soon 
as  you  are  able.  The  Map Corner  has  been 
sectioned off to serve as our parcel overflow 
area, guarded by a sad angel and wooden slat 
panels.
If you are purchasing your Christmas parcels 
online, let us know if you want to restrict par-
cel pickup to the person addressed only. That 
is,  husbands  do  not  pick  up  their  wife’s 
parcels and vice versa. No clues for gift recipi-
ents!
The weather is much better and our outside 

dining  areas 

are protected from wind, with the trees pro-
viding lovely cool shade so this time of year 
provides lots  of  options for where to eat at 
the store.

Busy Christmas Time in Wingello
It’s always busy in December as everyone gets ready for Christmas cheer..

Why be 
anywhere 
else?

Store Opening Hours
Ph: 02 4884 4340 / 0493 521 856

We are open Every Day except  
Good Friday, Easter Sunday,  

Christmas, Boxing & New Year’s Days.

Mon - Fri: 7:00am - 4:00pm
Weekends: 8:00am - 3:00pm
Public holidays: 8:00am - 10:30am

Bin Collection  
Mondays 

December
1 Yellow
8 Green
15 Yellow
22     Both
29 Yellow

Library Bus 
Tuesdays 2:15 to 3:15
In front of the park
Dec 2, 16  Jan 13, 27

Fire season started 

1 October 
NO FIRES  

without a permit.

Extracts from the Canberra Times covering the devastating 1965 Wingello 
fires.
The Courage of Mrs Johnson 
Canberra Times 8 March 1965 
Mrs. Joan Johnson, the postmistress at Tal-
long, cried yesterday afternoon.
“Don't pay any attention to me, love. I’m just 
so tired I could lay down and die,” she said.
Why so tired? Mrs. Johnson had been at the 
switchboard in the post office store at Tal-
long since early on Friday.
She was in the post office on Saturday working the switchboard 
when the tiny village was engulfed by flames which destroyed five 
houses.
“I don’t know why, but the post office missed the fire,” she said yes-
terday.
“Everybody’s been marvellous, bringing car loads of food and cloth-
ing for the people here.”
Could we photograph her?
“Oh, please don’t — I'm not all that photogenic and I've got a burn 
on my leg,” Mrs. Johnson said.
“Don’t take a picture of me. Go and find Jeff Young, the fire captain 
and get his picture. He saved us all.”
Unfortunately, Jeff was at the fire front, so we waited until Mrs. 
Johnson wasn’t looking and took her picture, anyway.
Reg Barrett, a railway worker, was not 
so upset about his home - rebuilt after it 
was burned down two years ago - being 
destroyed.
What worried him was that he couldn’t 
find his old dog, Rusty. He was telling 
his mates about it this morning when 
Rusty nonchalantly joined the group. It 
was the happiest moment of Reg’s life.

We continue on even with no Internet or 
mobile phones at Wingello Village Store

We have so  
many parcels!
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The Men’s Breakfast continues being a great time to 
gather and chat with no particular agenda. First Saturday of 
every month at the Wingello Village Store is when we meet 
to have a general chat and solve the problems of the world - 
then do it all again next month. 
(Next: 6 December, 3 January, 7 February)
Craft Afternoon 
The Wingello Village Association sponsored informal craft 
afternoons and catch ups continue. Held on the first Satur-
day of the month in the meeting room of Wingello Hall 1 
pm to 4 pm. Bring along whatever craft you are working on 
and enjoy the company of other crafters or just come for 
the catch up. 
Cost is $5 to help with cost of hiring the hall and afternoon 
tea. Book the date.
Lighting of Wingello 
The Wingello Village Store is co-ordinating the Wingello 
Christmas Lights Fest again this year.
We have seen lights starting to pop up around on homes, 
making the village a brighter place as we approach Christ-
mas. Share the joy and let us know if you want to be part of 
the  voting,  or  just  enjoy  taking  part  of  the  community 
lighting!
In line with past years we have a sign up sheet at the store 
on which you can add your home address. On the night of 
12th December we will  be creating voting slips on which 
residents can record their choice of their preferred Christ-
mas Light Display, with the votes compiled on the night of 
23rd December to be announced at the Christmas Carols 
on Christmas Eve.

Christmas Colouring Competition 
You  can  submit  up  to  three 
awesome  entries  each.  Use 
whatever  you  like  –  pencils, 
paint, markers, or even collage!
Get your entries to the shop by 
Friday, 12 December. 
All your colourful creations will 
be shown off at the hall on Sat-
urday,  1 3  December 
2.30pm-4pm at  the  kids’  craft 
afternoon. 
Everyone gets to vote on their 
favourites, so bring your friends 
and family to help you win!
Of course we've got some arty prizes for the top two en-
tries in each age group! 
Please  collect  your  masterpieces  from the  hall  after  the 
kids’ craft afternoon on 13 December 2025 (4pm).  
And the most important rule – 
NO GROWN UP HELP IS ALLOWED.
Entries forms are available from the store.

Santa Lolly Run 
The Wingello  Rural  Fire  Brigade will  be  escorting  Santa 
around the village on Christmas Eve from around 4pm, 
ending in the park in time for Christmas Carols. The route 
will be on the notice board at the shop and online before 
the event.
Children’s Christmas Craft 
The Wingello  Village  Association  is  hosting  a  Children’s 
Christmas Craft afternoon on  
Saturday 13 December, starting at 2:30pm.
This is  a  free event but it  helps with preparations if  we 
have an idea of how many children to cater for so please 

book via:
https://www.trybooking.-
com/DHIJN

Lots of Wingello Events

Online Fire 
permit 
If you intend to do any pile 
burns you need to obtain a 
permit. Here 
is the QR 
code leading 
to the online 
fire permit 
form.

https://www.trybooking.com/DHIJ
https://www.trybooking.com/DHIJ
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