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Do you remember the fires that came through Wingello 
on 4  January  2020?  Amidst  all  the  lovely  green land-
scape that has burst into life around us we still have the 
reminders of blackened trees with no new life, including 
many trees on council managed areas such as roadsides.
For some time the bulk of remaining fire damaged fo-
liage is being removed or pruned under an EPA Green 
Waste scheme. This is ending in December.
Back in May we reported on some of the major work 
that has been done making stretches of Camden Street 
and Garret Street safer. Other parts of Wingello have 
also been addressed. For this we are very grateful and 
also  relieved  that  no-one  has  been  injured  or  houses 
damaged in the wind and storms we have had.
We will see what is left once the deadline hits and no-
tice the trees that remain.

You can then call  the Council  on 02 
4868  0888,  but  I  would  recommend 
using the phone app Snap Send Solve. 
It makes the report, directs it to the 
right  area  and  creates  a  record  that 
shows  on  the  Council’s  performance 
reports. This way there is less chance 

your report goes missing. Also, if many 
of us report the same issue, the requests build up.
We know there are many dead and dangerous trees left, 
especially  along  Forest  Road  and  Bumballa  Road  in 
Wingello and some of the side roads in Penrose. With 
the drought, fire and rain combination, these trees have 
not had the chance to recover and the roots are in a 
sodden soil, ready to fall over in a string wind. Just like 
we have been receiving recently!
The tree pictured here was reported to the council back 
on 28 January 2020. We were told the tree would be fine, 
these type of trees like a good fire to propagate. We fol-
lowed up with a report in July this year. All the leaves 
remain dead with no new growth. Maybe the burning 
roots may have done damage as we reported? We were 
told this was on the list under the EPA grant. If it falls it 
will take out power and the house underneath and any-
one walking or  driving nearby.  We look forward to it 
being cleared up in the next few weeks.
Some areas of concern are on Crown Land, typically the 
lanes and road reserves, which are NOT the Council’s 
responsibility.  You  can  try  contacting  NSW Crown 

Lands  at  https://www.crownland.nsw.gov.au/help-and-
resources/financial-assistance/2022-nsw-floods-flood-
support
However, their response seems to be less than enthusi-
astic if it involves cost to them.

 

Tree Cleanup Program is almost “Complete”
The EPA funding for tree cleanup is ending in December. Is it complete?

Why be 
anywhere 
else?

Store Opening Hours
Ph: 02 4884 4340 / 0493 521 856

We are open Every Day except  
Good Friday, Easter Sunday,  
Christmas & Boxing Day.

Mon - Fri: 7:00am - 4:00pm
Weekends: 8:00am - 3:00pm
Public holidays: 8:00am - 10:30am

Wingello Open 
Mic night was fun

Bin Collection  
Mondays 

November
7 Yellow
14 Green
21 Yellow
28 Green

Library Bus 
Tuesdays 2:15 to 3:15
In front of the park
Nov 8,22  Dec 6,20

Fire season started 

1 October 
NO FIRES  

without a permit.

In January 2020 
this tree was re-
ported to Coun-

cil. Still there 
with no green 

leaves.
It’s dead.
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On Saturday 22 October the Wingello Village Associ-
ation hosted the first “Open Mic Night”. It was quite 
fun with around 40 guests bringing along snacks and 
drinks while locals popped up on stage to show some 
of  their  singing,  acting  or  other  demonstrations. 
Kevin Fitzgerald did a marvellous job of entertaining 
us with a fine repertoire of music, while the Wingello 
Players put on some skits, lip synch and other per-
formances. 
Despite the blackout putting around a third of the 
village in the dark, the power was still on at the Hall. 
Even if  the power was out, some appropriate flood 
lights would have worked as the well built stage and 
hall  provide  great  acoustics  even without  electrical 
enhancement via speakers and microphones.
There will be another one in the new year with this 
night proving so enjoyable. Stay tuned!

On  Sunday  16  October  the  Community  Bushfire 
project  hosted  a  Citizen  Scientist  Workshop at  the 
Wingello Village Store.
This free workshop was led by Julie Vulcan and Casey 
Gibson, where plenty of locals learned what it is to be 
a citizen scientist,  how it works and how to get in-
volved.  There were some very clever displays of  old 
trees with specially created holes for wildlife to enjoy 
and the walk to examine some of the local regrowth 
after the fires.
The day had perfect weather to enjoy Maple Lane and 
the short  walk.  Lots  of  discussions and information 
helped many get a good idea of what work is and can 
be done and how we can have  more of an input into 
existing research.

Free  trees  were  also  available,  provided  by  the  In-
ternational Volunteers for Peace.

Open Mic Night

Monthly Men’s Breakfast 
First Saturday every month at 9am to 10am: 
The monthly Men’s Breakfast is a great opportunity 
to have a laid back chat with other men of the village. 
We have found it a great way to develop connections 
with fellow villagers with no pressure or posturing.
December Events: 
Saturday 10 December -  Christmas Craft Af-
ternoon
This is a fun afternoon for children making Christ-
mas themed crafts, similar to what went so well for 
Easter. More details to come.
Sunday 11 December - Christmas High Tea 
The Afternoon Tea with style.
 

Saturday 24 December - Christmas Carols 
The annual Christmas Carols at Christmas eve. Bring 
yourselves, some picnic food and have fun joining in 
with Christmas Carols and some games for the fami-
ly.

Wingello Events

Citizen Scientists

Kevin is a great 
performer

Wingello Players 
making their debut

Santa’s head elf lead-
ing some younger 
Wingello singers.

Waiting for the return 
of the walking citizen 

scientists.
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